
”GET SHIT DONE” + GIVASHIT = 
20 TOILETS FOR SAN MARTIN! 
Good news! At different music festivals 
(Extrema Outdoor, Appelsap, Solar) this 
summer, GET IT DONE will raise funds for 
different projects with the GIVASHIT 
concept. And GET SHIT DONE is one of 
those projects! This new Small World 
Foundation project aims to install another 
20 toilets in San Martin de Amacayacu. 
Small World Foundation volunteers will 
also make a serious effort at the Farmers 
Day (Saturday 11th of August) and Tractor 
Pulling (Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th of 
August) in Alphen (NL).  
WE ARE CURRENTLY STILL LOOKING FOR 
EXTRA VOLUNTEERS!!! Are you interested 
to contribute this summer to the lives of 
indigenous people in the Amazon with a 
lot less opportunities (and toilets..) than 
you? Or do you know anyone who would 
not hesitate? Just a few hours or half days 
are also welcome! Expenses will be 
covered of course. Do not hesitate and 
send an email to 
heike_van_gils@hotmail.com en 

 
KVO DONATION: THANK YOU!!! 
As mentioned before, the Catholic 
Women´s Organisation (www.kvo.net) 
Circle Breda adopted 'GET 40 TOILETS FOR 
SAN MARTIN DONE' for the past season. At 
the end of May during the season´s closing 
event, the total donation was handed over 
by the KVO ladies to the proud Small World 
Foundation board (1409,92 euro). Given 
the fact that the 40 toilets project is almost 
carried out, we will wait and see if we need 
the budget to complete funds for GET SHIT 
DONE after all events mentioned above. If 

not, it will be destined to running (and 
unpredictable) costs of the priority of San 
Martin de Amacayacu: Getting the official 
Colombian government recognition of the 
ancestral lands of the community. This 
process is underway...   

44 
August 
 2012 



LAND APPLICATION SIGNED!! 
On Thursday July 28th, the last of the 22 
required signatures was put on the 
application for expansion Tikuna Cocama 
Yagua indigenous reserve with the 
ancestral lands of San Martin de 
Amacayacu. This application will be handed 
over asap to the Colombian Institue for 
Agricultural Development. INCODER, also 
known from the fish pond project. For this 

occacion, we celebrated a small party with 
all those who put in their special efforts 
and with those who will have to take care 
of this territory in the future....    

   



SMALL FISH AT LAST! 
After digging fish ponds for a few years 
(with help of the BN/DeStem Development 
Prize 2009), we could finally free hundreds 
of baby fish in each pond at the beginning 
of June. Because of administrative and 
logistic circumstances, the fish came from 
Bogotá by airplane. To avoid oxigen 
shortage, the bags had to be transferred to 
San Martin with a speedboot. After sunset, 
they could finally be freed. In about nine 
months, hopefully they can be harvested 
big and fat! 
 

 
SANNE BUURSMA FROM BAARLE 
VISITS SAN MARTIN ... 
During the months of June and July, Sanne 
Buursma from Baarle was visiting San 
Martin de Amacayacu to experience local 
life and all different Small World 
Foundation projects. Sanne: “At the 
moment of writing, I have already been in 
San Martin for four weeks. It is incredible 
how time flies! I was received with open 
arms and since then, each day has been 
special and brings something new. Bit by 
bit, I learn about daily life in San Martin: 
The many bird sounds, delicious tropical 
fruits, harvesting crops, cooking on fire, 
washing and bathing in the river, and much 
more. It is interesting that I find these 
activities more and more ´normal´ as time 
goes by, even though I would never have 

imagined myself planting pineapple or 
harvesting yucca in the Amazon. Every 
once in a while, we laugh at my silly 
remarks as a westerner. In the meantime, I 
have played many card and board games in 
the house where I live. With the many 
drawings the kids made for me, I could 
cover the walls of a complete room!  
And of course, one can not stay in San 
Martin without trying the famous masato 
(alcoholic drink made from yucca). About 
the Small World Foundation projects, I 
could not have picked a better moment: 
During my stay, several toilets were 
installed, the baby fish were freed in the 
ponds and inportante milestones were 
achieved concerning the ancestral land 
application. At this moment, we are 
brainstorming about the remodulation of 
San Martin´s kindergarden, to which I hope 
to contribute as well. In short: Many 
exciting developments!!  

 
 

 



BAARLE MAYOR SAYS FAREWELL IN A 
VERY SOCIAL MANNER.. 
This summer, mayor Hendrikx said farewell to 
Baarle-Nassau. He did this with a very social 
gesture: Instead of receiving all farewell gifts 
himself, he assured that the Small World 
Foundation and the Etago Foundation were 
benefitted. De la Salle secondary school helped to 
raise funds. On June 6th, the school organised the 
Hap-Doe-Stap festival, at which students 
auctioned self-made materials and sold delicious 
food. All together, each foundation proudly 
received more than 4500 euros each!    

everyone: 
thanks very 

much!!! 
 
 
 

ACTIVITIES SUMMER 2012 
For those interested in the Small World 
Foundation activities, the following data a worth 
writing in your agenda!  
Wednesday August 8th 7.30pm: Presentation 
about San Martin de Amacayacu and Small World 
Foundation projects in the Public Library in Baarle 
Nassau-Hertog (Pastoor de Katerstraat) by Heike 
van Gils and Sanne Buursma. 
Saturday August 11th (whole day): SWF 
toiletservice at the Farmers Day in Alphen 
(www.stta.nl). We are currently still looking for 
volunteers.  
Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th of August (whole 
days): SWF toiletservice at Tractor Pulling in 
Alphen (www.stta.nl). We are currently still 
looking for volunteers.  
Thursday August 30th 8pm: Presentation about 
San Martin de Amacayacu in Zaal Bellevue in 
Chaam (Dorpsstraat) by Heike van Gils, on 
invitation of Natuurvereniging Mark en Leij.  
Do you want to know more about these activities, 
please contact Heike van Gils at 
heike_van_gils@hotmail.com

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you like to support the Tikuna indigenous community of San Martin together with the Small World 
Foundation, and stay in touch about the local developments in this remote corner of Colombia? 
 
Please transfer 15 euro yearly (or more!) to the following bank account in the Netherlands: 
 
Bank name: Rabobank 
Bank Address: Singel 4 
           5111CD  
           Baarle-Nassau 
           The Nether lands 
Account number: 13 27 26 203. 
Account name:  Stichting SMALL WORLD FOUNDATION 
SWIFT/BIC Code: RABONL2U 
IBAN code: NL28 RABO 0132 7262 03 
 
Or check out the online contribution module on: www.smallworldfoundation.org/?page_id=68 
 
Please DON´T FORGET TO INFORM US ABOUT YOUR NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS!!  
(heike_van_gils@hotmail.com) 
 
The contributions will be spent exclusively on the development and realization of local initiatives in San Martin de 
Amacayacu in the Colombian Amazon. No wages are being paid to anyone. The expenses will be mentioned as much as 
possible in the newsletters. For alternative contributions, please contact Heike van Gils at: 
heike_van_gils@hotmail.com.  
 
For more information about this initiative, please check the website:  
www.smallworldfoundation.org. 
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