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BN/DE STEM DEVELOPMENT PRIZE 
Just like in 2007, the Foundation for the 
Promotion of the Media in Development 
Countries and the newspaper Brabants 
Nieuwsblad/De Stem will dedicate a prize 
of 5000 euro to a foundation from West-
Brabant which provides help on a small 
scale in a so-called development country.  

 
The newspaper also has a motivation prize 
of 1500 euro. The funds have to be spent 
directly on the project for which the 
foundation is working. Again, the Small 
World Foundation will do its best to win 
one of the prizes for San Martin de 
Amacayacu. The results will be published 
on the 31st of May. Exciting! 

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY FOR FISH 
PONDS 
Even though the priority for San Martin de 
Amacayacu clearly lies with the ancestral 
territory, of course other local initiatives 
are importanto too. For years, and as a 
result of the reduction of the fish 
populations in the Amazone region, 
several families in the community have 
indicated that they would like to have a 
fish pond to breed regional fish species for 
their own consumption and for sale. A 
number of these families have converted 
their enthusiasm into small ponds (picture 
below) where they can fish on a fairly 
regular basis. In 2008, the community also 
participated in this government subsidy 
facility to equip 12 ponds with the 
necessary tubes, nets and other materials. 
Unfortunately, because of a 
misunderstanding, none of the proposals 
from indigenous communities were 
elected at the time. Because of our visit to 
the Ministry of Agriculture last October 
(please read Newsletter 22), they are now 
allowed to participate. As the proposal has 
already been written last year (after a 
month of hard work with the 12 families), 



we only need to make some small 
adjustments due to risen material costs. 
The results will be publised in May. 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
This term has been fashionable for a while 
now, so maybe it`s good to dedicate a 
little attention to it, especially because of 
an unusually low water level in the 
Amazon river system at this moment. 
Normally, the rainy season starts around 
October and continues until around the 
end of May. Then the rains will cease, and 
the rivers in August/ September can reach 
waterlevels to more than 20 metres lówer 
than those in February/March. Please, 
compare the pictures above and below 
right for an impression of the water level 
in the rainy and dry season at the same 
point in the Amacayacu river. In the dry 
season, it is impossible sometimes to 
travel decently from San Martin de 
Amacayacu to the Amazon river. Half the 
way has to be travelled with a pedal, or 
the passengers have to go on foot along 
the bank to make the boat as light as 
possible. Under these circumstances, it is 
important to travel as carefully as possible 
as each trunk under the water level can 
mean the end of the outboard motor. 
Back to today. It´s January, and water 
levels are just like they were in August….   
These changes in rainfall and water levels 
have dramatic consequences for the 
whole Amazon ecosystem, and especially 
concerning the fish populations, the plants 
and trees. In the past it seemed that the 
fish knew when and where which seeds 
and fruits were ripe to eat. In turn, the 
people knew exactly where and when to 
fish which species. According to these 
data, is was possible to make a kind of 
ecological year calender from which could 
be derived all this information.  
Now, everything seems to have going 
crazy. The fruits and seeds are ripe at 
unpredictable moments, the fish don´t 
have a fixed time or place. Some trees 
don´t have fruits for a year, and the next 

ridiculously many. However, at the 
moments of abundance of fruits, it can be 
that there is no fish to be seen anywhere 
to eat them. Of course, this makes it 
harder for any fishing effort to be 
successful. 
The older people say that the sun is 
burning harder than before. Today, even 
the indigenous people have to wear 
longsleeves while fishing in the day to not 
to burn themselves!  
 

JAVIER DIAZ IN SAN MARTIN 
(by Javier Diaz) 
For indigenous communities, the 
representation of lands by the use of maps 
is not something new, even though 
apparently it never existed as local land 
descriptions have never been registred 
since the european occupation 500 years 
ago. The knowledge about the 
surrounding lands was always kept in the 
mind of individuals and transmitted 
verbally and practically between 
generations. With the passing of time, 
indigenous societies have realized 
themselves that maps are created as a 



symbol of identity which is used by States 
to formalize the control over lands and 
resources, a control which has also been 
applied to the indigenous territories. At 
this moment, several communities have 
used their own maps to reafirm the rights 
to their lands, the conciousness and 
perception of their traditions, and their 
cultural properties such the transmission 
of knowledge between generations, and 
the development of tools for the 
management of resources.  
Since 2006, the community of San Martin 
de Amacayacu has been developing a 
mapping process, as was described in 
previous editions of this newsletter. I have 
had the opportunity to participate in this 
process as a postgrad student of Geomatic 
Sciences of Laval University, Canada. 
During the months of June-August and 
December 2008, and January 2009, I have 
got to know closely this process. I have 
participated in workshops during which 
members of the community add 
information to the map of their ancestral 

territory – a map which they have been 
working on since 2006 too! 
Simultaneously, another map is being 
drawn, which is based on an official map 
of the region. During these workshops, the 
older men and women talk about all 
important sites and their location, while 
the younger people draw them on the 
map, and in the meantime others talk 
between them about their experiences or 
share knowlegde concerning a specific 
site, recognizing them on the map. 
Also, I have participated in several field 
trips, in which they go to the sites 
indicated on the map. With the help of a 
GPS we have marked close to 200 sites, 
mainly hunting and fishing grounds, as this 
was proposed by the community as my 
task. Of course, other important sites 
encountered “on the road” where also 
marked. As part of a participative method, 
which aims to combine traditional 
knowledge with modern techniques, on 
each field trip different groups of people 
were assigned to join: the fishermen for 



the lakes and rivers, and the hunters for 
the salt licks and other sites on land. Also, 

older and younger people were present in 

each trip to facilitate the transmission of 
knowledge about each site in their own 
Tikuna language, and to motivate 
especially the younger people to manage a 
GPS. A woman is always present to cook 
, but also to learn first-hand about the 
ancestral land. The map legend was also 
developed according to the suggestions of 
the community members.        
During the visits to the community´s 
ancestral lands, we have gathered 
information associated with each site to  
be able to establish a kind of database of 
the mapped resources. Really, only a very 
small part of the knowledge of the elders 
can be included in this database or on the 
map, but hopefully in time and with the 
help everyone, it will be possible to reach 
the aims of San Martin de Amacayacu to 
obtain the official recognition of their 
ancestral lands and the conservation of 
their rich knowledge about these lands for 
future generations!  
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
Would you like to support the Tikuna indigenous community of San Martin together with the Small World 
Foundation, and stay in touch about the local developments in this remote corner of Colombia? 
 
Please transfer 15 euro yearly (or more!) to either on of the following bank accounts: 
 
For the Netherlands: 
Bank name: Rabobank 
Bank Address: Singel 4 

           5111CD  
           Baarle-Nassau 
           The Nether lands 

SWIFT/BIC Code: RABONL2U 
Account number: 13 27 26 203. 
Account name:  
Stichting SMALL WORLD FOUNDATION 
IBAN code: NL28 RABO 0132 7262 03. 

 
 
For Canada: 
Bank name:  CAISSE CENTRALE DESJARDINS 

        Montréal, Canada 
SWIFT/BIC Code:   CCDQCAMM 
Branch ID: CC081520439 
Account Number : 0815 2043 9090 9150 
Account Name:  
THE SMALL WORLD FOUNDATION 
 

 
Please DON´T FORGET TO INFORM US ABOUT YOUR NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS!! 
(heike_van_gils@hotmail.com for The Netherlands or chaquenalt@hotmail.com for Canada) ! 
 
The contributions will be spent exclusively on the development and realisation of local initiatives in San Martin 
de Amacayacu in the Colombian Amazon, and under my personal guidance. The expenses w ill be mentioned as 
much as possible in the newsletters. For alternative contributions, please contact Heike van Gils at 
heike_van_gils@hotmail.com.  
 
For more information about this initiative, please check the website: www.smallworldfoundation.org. 
 
In advance: thank you very much on behalf of San Martin de Amacayacu! 


