
SECOND LAST STEP 
The 29th of November was finally the day in 
which a team of representatives from the 
Ministry of Interior affairs came to the TICOYA 
reserve for the certification of the ecological 
function of the ancestral lands. Their arrival 
was quite unexpected but of course more than 
welcome. Many representatives of the reserve 
accompanied the team during their visit to San 
Martin de Amacayacu and Palmeras. The 
certification was send to the national land 
agency on the 15th of december, meaning all 
the required documents were complete to be 
sent to the directive council where different 
institutions of the government are part of. 
According to the messages we have received, 
this council will organize an assembly in 
January where the application will be judged. 
We don’t expect there will be any new 
obstacles. Hereby we would like to give you an 
impression of the visit:  
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PRETTY UP SAN MARTIN 
Two of the very few tourists who visited San 
Martin in het beginning of 2021 were Santiago 
Velez and Erika Borjesson. During their stay 
they became inspired by the projects of Small 
World Foundation and decided to do 
something to contribute to the community. By 
the end of 2021 the first steps were made and 
with a contribution from the Ministery of 
Culture flight tickets and paint were bought. 
Painters contributed with their time and effort 
and Casa Gregorio took care of the meals and 
accomodation for the five participants. The 
Small world foundation made sure some locals 
who helped in the project got a little 
recognition. The result consisted of 9 
beautifully painted front sides of houses which 
have become, also among tourists, a topic of 
conversation in the area and seen as 
something special about the community of San 
Martin de Amacayacu.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Last November again 15 new houses were 
painted, this time by painters of the collective  
Bio-Grafos. The paintings were made with less 
detailS to make sure this time more houses 
would receive a beautiful decoration. The 
project got the title of Nai Ni Chá, which in the 
Tikuna language means: the tree which floats 
down the river. The title stands as a symbol for 
the deforestation of the rainforest and the goal 
of the project is to raise awareness on this 
theme. It was also during the stay of Santiago, 
Erika and the painters that some moments 
were created to think and talk with each other 
about the environment, the land 
management, tourism and nature protection.    
 

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Would you like to support the Tikuna indigenous community of San Martin together with the Small World 
Foundation and stay informed about local developments in this remote corner of Colombia?  
 
You can transfer a yearly amount of 20 euros (or more…!) to: 
Rabobank IBAN: NL28RABO0132726203 
Bankaccount name: Stichting SMALL WORLD FOUNDATION at Baarle-Nassau,  
Under the reference of ‘newsletter’and your Name (BIC: RABONL2U)  
 
Or check out the online contribution module on www.smallworldfoundation.org/?page_id=68  
 
Do not forget to inform us by sending your name and e-mail to smallworldfoundation@hotmail.com. For 
alternative (forms of) contributions you can also write to us via the e-mailadress mentioned above. As 
mentioned before, all contributions will be exclusively spent on the development and implementation of local 
initiatives. We will inform you about these projects as much as possible via the newsletter. 
 
You can subscribe for the newsletter at any time. If you would like to receive again one or more old editions 
of the newsletter do not hesitate to contact us or have a look on the website: www.smallworldfoundation.org 
 

http://www.santiagovelez.com/
http://www.santiagovelez.com/
http://www.viajelogia.org/
http://www.casagregoriolodge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/colectivobiografos
https://youtu.be/tMQQDq8OYKs
http://www.smallworldfoundation.org/?page_id=68

